United States Patent and Trademark Office 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMl 
United States Patent and Trademark Office , 
Address; COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 2231 3- 1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/786,684 


02/25/2004 

in/'ll 


Shigeki Hamura 


0941.69847 


3015 



Patrick G, Bums, Esq. 

GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 
Suite 2500 

300 South Wacker Dr. 

Chicago, IL 60606 





EXAMINER 


NGUYEN, DUSTIN 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


2154 




MAIL DATE 


1 DELIVERY MODE 



10/31/2007 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 









Application/Control Number: 10/786,684 
Art Unit: 2154 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 9 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: “ore” should be 
corrected as “or” on page 16, line 32. Examiner requests Applicant to correct any other error. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

A. The claim language in the following claims is not clearly explained: 

1. As per claim 7, the limitation of “depending on a state of the image 
processing apparatus” is considered as being indefinite since it is not 
clearly defined depending on a state of the receiving end image processing 
apparatus or the transmitting end image processing apparatus. 
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Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1, 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Motoyama 
[US Patent No 6,928,493 ]. 

7. As per claim 1 , Motoyama discloses the invention as claimed including an image 
recording and/or reproducing method adapted to a system comprising a plurality of image 
processing apparatuses which have functions of recording and/or reproducing image data and 
are coupled via one or a plurality of networks [ Figure 1; and col 3, lines 17-44 ], comprising: 
transmitting an instruction from a first image processing apparatus with respect to a 
second image processing apparatus by an electronic mail [ i.e. transmit the information request 
through electronic mail to the monitoring device from the monitored device ] [ Figures 10 and 
11; Abstract; col 9, lines 15-20 and lines 50-60; and col 13, lines 39-53 ]; and 

returning a status report related to the second image processing apparatus to the first 
image processing apparatus by an electronic mail, in response to the instruction received by the 
electronic mail [ i.e. transmit results back to the monitored device ] [ Figure 7; cot 7, lines 46-63; 
and col 9, lines 21-33 and lines 60-65 ]. 
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8. As per claim 4, Motoyama discloses wherein the first image processing apparatus 
functions as a master apparatus, and one or a plurality of image processing apparatuses coupled 
to a network to which the first image processing apparatus is coupled function as slave 
apparatuses [ i.e. monitoring and monitored devices ] [ Figures 10 and 1 1; col 1, lines 31-38; 
and col 3, lines 17-44 ]. 



9. As per claim 6, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1. Claims 2, 3, 5, 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Motoyama [ US Patent No 6,928,493 ], in view of Ochiai [ US Patent No 7,171,677 ]. 



12. As per claim 2, Motoyama does not specifically disclose continuing recording or 
reproduction by linking operation with an image processing apparatus which is other than the 
second image processing apparatus and is coupled to said one or plurality of networks, 
depending on a state of the second image processing apparatus. Ochiai discloses continuing 
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recording or reproduction by linking operation with an image processing apparatus which is 
other than the second image processing apparatus and is coupled to said one or plurality of 
networks, depending on a state of the second image processing apparatus [ i.e. automatic select 
and forward to communication partner to record the broadcast program when the broadcast 
storing apparatus is impossible to further record data ] [ col 1, lines 47-63; col 5, lines 37-54; 
and col 25, lines 34-41 ]. It would have been obvious to a person skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Motoyama and Ochiai because the teaching of 
Ochiai would provide a broadcast storing and reproducing apparatus which can automatically 
select a video apparatus from plural and various video apparatus in response to a user’s request 
[ Ochiai, col 1 , lines 36-39; and col 24, lines 64-col 25, lines 7 ]. 

13. As per claim 3, Motoyama discloses wherein: the instruction included in the electronic 
mail includes one of a record instruction, a reproduce instruction and a status request [ i.e. print 
and request image density information ] [ Figures 10 and 1 1 ; Abstract; and col 9, lines 16-33 
and lines 50-67 ]. Motoyama does not specifically disclose the record instruction includes an 
apparatus name of the second image processing apparatus, a specified recording material, a start 
time and an end time; the reproduce instruction includes an apparatus name of the second image 
processing apparatus, a specified reproducing material, a start time and an end time; and the 
status request includes an operating state of the second image processing apparatus, a vacant 
memory capacity within the second image processing apparatus, and a list of reproducible 
contents, said operating state of the second image processing apparatus including a recording 
state, a reproducing state and a standby state. Ochiai discloses the record instruction includes 
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an apparatus name of the second image processing apparatus, a specified recording material, a 
start time and an end time; the reproduce instruction includes an apparatus name of the second 
image processing apparatus, a specified reproducing material, a start time and an end time; and 
the status request includes an operating state of the second image processing apparatus, a vacant 
memory capacity within the second image processing apparatus, and a list of reproducible 
contents, said operating state of the second image processing apparatus including a recording 
state, a reproducing state and a standby state [ Abstract; col 9, lines 30-59; and col 21, lines 9- 
25 ]. It would have been obvious to a person skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teaching of Motoyama and Ochiai because the teaching of Ochiai would provide 
a broadcast storing and reproducing apparatus which can automatically select a video apparatus 
from plural and various video apparatus in response to a user’s request [ Ochiai, col 1, lines 36- 
39; and col 24, lines 64-col 25, lines 7 ]. 

14. As per claim 5, it is rejected for similar reasons a stated above in claims 1 and 2. 

15. As per claims 7 and 8, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 2 

and 3. 

16. As per claim 9, it is rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 1 and 2. 
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17. A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) months 
and 0 (zero) days from the mail date of this letter. Failure to respond within the period for 
response will result in ABANDONMENT of the application (see 35 U.S.C 133, M.P.E.P 
710.02, 710.02(b)). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dustin Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3971. The 
examiner can normally be reached on flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached at (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Dustin Nguyen 
Examiner 




